In this article a new species of Cucullanus Müller, 1777 is described and compared to other species of the genus which parasitize freshwater fish in South America.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Fish were collected in lakes of the Rio Doce valley, State of Minas Gerais (19 o 50'S, 42 o 35'W), from May 1995 to July 1997. Specimens of a new cucullanid nematode of the genus Cucullanus were recovered from the intestine of the siluriform fish, Parauchenipterus striatulus (Steindachner, 1876) , captured in Lago Central, a lake with an introduced ichthyofauna in Parque Estadual do Rio Doce.
The nematodes were washed in saline solution, fixed with warm AFA, preserved in 70 o Gl alcohol and cleared with Aman's lactophenol. Drawings were made with the aid of a drawing tube, connected to a Wild bright field microscope. All measurements are given in millimeters. Cucullanus heliomartinsi n. sp. Fig. 1 : anterior end of female, dorsal view. Fig. 2 : region of deirids and excretory pore of male. Fig.  3 : tail of male, lateral view. Fig. 4 : tail of female. 
RESULTS

Cucullanus heliomartinsi
REMARKS
According to Moravec et al. (1993) , the genus Cucullanus Müller, 1777 includes several species that bear many similarities. The original descriptions of these are often poor, making comparisons between them difficult. Taking this and the endemicity of neotropical parasites of fish into account, the new species was compared to the Cucullanus species so far known from South American freshwater fish. According to Petter (1995) these are: C. pinnai Travassos, Artigas & Pereira, 1928; C. zungaro Vaz & Pereira, 1934; C. pauliceae Vaz & Pereira, 1934 (syn. C. shubarti Travassos, 1947 ; C. mogi Travassos, 1947; C. colossomi Díaz-Ungría, 1968; C. oswaldocruzi Santos, Vicente & Jardim, 1979; C. grandistomis (Ferraz & Thatcher, 1988) ; C. pseudoplatystomae Moravec, Kohn & Fernandes, 1993; C. pimelodellae Moravec, Kohn & Fernandes, 1993 and C. brevispiculus Moravec, Kohn & Fernandes, 1993 . C. patoi Fortes, Hoffmann & Sarmento, 1992 , C. fabregasi Fortes, Hoffmann & Sarmento, 1993 , C. riograndensis Fortes, Hoffmann & Sarmento, 1993 and C. debacoi Sarmento, Fortes & Hoffmann, 1995 were not included in Petter's survey and according to Moravec et al. (1997) should be considered as species inquirendae. Moravec et al. (1997) described C. rhamphichthydis based on female specimens from a Brazilian host.
The main distinguishing characters of C. heliomartinsi n. sp. are markedly short spicules that correspond to 2.5% of the total body length; deirids and excretory pore situated posterior to the oesophago-intestinal junction; marked sclerotizations in the oesophastome, and oesophagus divided in two distinct portions.
Although possessing a similar ratio of spicule/ body length to the new species, C. brevispiculus differs mainly from C. heliomartinsi in the position of deirids and the excretory pore, both located in the posterior half of the oesophagus.
Although males of C. rhamphichthydis are unknown, a comparison of the females was sufficient to distinguish it from the new species. In C. rhamphichthydis the deirids and the excretory pore are located very far from the posterior end of the oesophagus and the total length of the oesophagus corresponds to 10.93% of the body total length, whereas in C. heliomartinsi the proportion is 5.39%. This is the first report of a helminth parasite in fish of the genus Parauchenipterus.
